Gentlemen,

| landed at Samsun on the 19t May, 1919. This was the position at
that time: ;

The group of Powers which included the Ottoman Government had
been defeated in the Great War. The Ottoman Army had been crushed on
every front. An armistice had been signed under severe conditions. The
prolongation of the Great War had left the people exhausted and impoverished.
Those who had driven the people and the country into the World War
had fled and now cared for nothing but their own safety. Vahdettin, the
degenerate occupant of the throne and the Caliphate, was seeking for some
despicable way to save his person and his throne, the only objects of his
anxiety. The Cabinet, of which Damat Ferit Pasa was the head, was weak
and lacked dignity and courage. It was subservient to the will of the Sultan
alone and agreed to every proposal that could protect its members and their
sovereign.

The Army had been deprived of their arms and ammunition, and this
state of affairs continued.

The Entente Powers did not consider it necessary to respect the terms
of the armistice.  On various pretexts, their men-of-war and troops remained
at Istanbul. The Vilayet of Adana was occupied by the French; Urfa, Marag,
Antep, by the English. In Antalya and Konya were the Italians, whilst at
Merzifon and Samsun were English troops. Foreign officers and officials
and their special agents were very active everywhere. At last, on the 15t
May, that is to say, four days before the following account of events begins,
the Greek Army, with the consent of the Entente Powers, had landed at
lzmir.

Christian elements were also at work all over the country, either openly
or in secret, trying to realize their own particular ambitions and thereby
hasten the breakdown of the State.

Certain information and authentic documents that fell into our hands
later on prove that the Greek organisation ‘‘Mawrimira” (Document 1),
established by the patriarchate in Istanbul, was forming bands, organising
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